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How many people are harmed?



$25billion a year lost through gambling

Gambling Harm
Financial stress

Relationships & family
Physical & mental ill-health

Community & culture

Losses FY2019
$12.7b poker machines

$4.9b casinos
$3.5b racing
$1b online

Solutions
Treat gambling as a public health 

issue
End industry capture of decision 

makers
End reliance on tax revenue



Where did I start in gambling reform?



Key dates in Australia – poker machines

1932

NSW Royal 
Commission into 
fruit machines and 
greyhound racing 
collapses in 
corruption

1956

Poker machines in 
RSL clubs, NSW
Opposition from 
churches (moral) 
and hotels 
(financial)

1991

Poker machines in 
Victoria
(Joan Kirner ALP)

1997

Poker machines in 
NSW Hotels 
(Bob Carr, ALP)

2011-2012

Destruction of 
Wilkie’s mandatory 
pre-commitment & 
$1 max bets by 
clubs & pubs



Key dates in Australia - Casinos

1973

Wrest Point Casino 
opens with promise 
that poker 
machines would 
only ever be in 
casino 
(Eric Reece, ALP)

1994

Crown Melbourne 
opened (Jeff 
Kennett, Lib) 

2013

Crown’s 
“unsolicited 
proposal” for 
Barangaroo 
Restricted 
Gambling Facility 
on foreshore 
approved (Barry 
O’Farrell, Lib)

2020-2021

Bergin inquiry into 
Crown Barangaroo 
finds Crown 
unsuitable to hold a 
license

2021

Victorian Royal 
Commission into 
Crown Melbourne 
finds Crown 
unsuitable but 
defers loss of 
license for 2 years

2021-2022

WA RC into Crown 
Perth, 
Bell review into The 
Star
NSW Crime 
Commission inquiry 
into money 
laundering
AUSTRAC launches 
inquiry into Star 
casino in 
Queensland



Key dates in Australia –
Sports/race betting

1810

First horse 
race in 
Australia, in 
Hyde Park, on 
which people 
gambled

1890

First betting 
terminal at a 
race meeting, 
used by 
bookmakers

1913

George 
Julius, 
Australian 
engineer, 
invented the 
first 
mechanical 
totalizator 
(Tote betting)

1961

First 
government 
Totalisator 
Agency Board 
(TAB) set up 
to counter 
starting price 
(SP) bookies 
in Victoria

1980

Gambling on 
sport made 
legal

1993

First non 
government 
sports 
bookmaker, 
SportsBet 
registered in 
NT

1996

First online 
bookmaker, 
CentreBet

2001

Interactive 
Gambling Act, 
prohibits 
online 
casinos, 
poker 
machines 
from being 
offered to 
Australians

2018

National 
Consumer 
Protection 
Framework 
for Online 
Wagering 
launched, still 
not fully 
implemented



A full life

Financial 
inclusion

Financial 
Resilience

Financial 
Wellness



Industry invents 
“Responsible Gambling”



All 2700 
gambling 
venues in 
NSW = 
89,000 
poker 

machines



Gambling 
venues in 
Sydney



Comparison 
of Brimbank 
and Yarra 

council area 
losses

daily losses

annual losses

number of venues

number of machines

machines per 1000 
residents

ranking of losses in state

ranking of socio economic 
disadvantage





Graphics from 
Selling Out: How 
powerful industries 
corrupt our 
democracy, Human 
Rights Law Centre, 
2022

https://www.hrlc.org.
au/reports/2022/1/3
1/selling-out-how-
powerful-industries-
corrupt-our-
democracy

Industry body Person Position Role in govt. Donations FY2021 
AEC register

AHA = 
Australian 
Hotels 
Association

$473,383 (all 
branches)

Reba Meagher Contracted lobbyist Former NSW ALP Health Minister

Michael Photios Contracted lobbyist Former NSW Lib Tourism Minister

David Elliott Former Dep CEO of 
AHA (NSW)

NSW Lib Police Minister til Dec 21, now 
Minister for Transport and Veterans

John Whelan Current CEO AHA 
(NSW)

former Chief of Staff, NSW ALP Minister 
for Gaming and Racing

Crown Resorts $46,228 (Crown)
$120,088 (The Star 

Group)
Peta Credlin Former head of policy, 

CPH, board director of 
Crown Melbourne

Former Chief of Staff to Lib Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott

Mark Arbib Strategic Director of 
CPH

Former NSW ALP Minister

Karl Bitar Former Exec VP 
Crown

Former ALP National Secretary, campaign 
director Julia Gillard 2010

Helen Coonan Former board Director 
and Chair, Crown (to 
2021)

Former Fed Lib Minister
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Industry 
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AEC register

Responsible 
Wagering 
Australia 
(online 
bookmakers)

$34,920 (RWA)
$186,940 (TAB  Corp)
$143,000 (SportsBet)

Nick Minchin Current Chair Former Fed Lib Special Minister 
of State

Richard Colbeck Former Chair Current Fed Lib Minister for Sport 
and Aged Care

Stephen Conroy Former CEO Former Fed ALP Senator
Racing 
Australia

Barry O’Farrell Former CEO Former NSW Lib Premier
Peter McGauran Former CEO Former Fed National Minister



Reducing the social 
license of gambling, 
rebuilding the 
community



Work across sectors, particularly to protect 
children and the vulnerable - which might 
be any of us



Tell stories of lived experience to 
decision makers



The Alliance for 
Gambling Reform
agr.org.au
endgamblingads.org.au

Gambling Help services (national) 
1800 858 858

Lifeline 13 11 14


